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Next Monthly Program Meeting: 
Thursday, December 3 

 
Please mark your calendar for our next virtual monthly program meeting! 
See BELOW for webinar access info.
 
7:00 PM Welcome and Introductions
7:05 PM Birding Info: Julie Woodruff will provide an update on her Northern

Saw-whet Owl banding project
7:25 PM Board Announcements
7:35 PM Main Program: Tricolored Blackbirds with Xerónimo Castañeda
8:30 PM Adjourn
 

Main Program: 
Tricolored Blackbirds  
Xerónimo Castañeda, Tricolored Blackbird Conservation Project Manager 
 
Xerónimo Castañeda, Conser vation Project Manager with Audubon California,
will discuss the protection of at-risk Tri colored Blackbird colonies, the
development of multi-benefit groundwater recharge projects in target regions to
benefit birds and communities, and on-farm habitat enhancement using cover
crops and through riparian restoration.
 
A native of California he has lived and worked from Monterey to Arcata, ventured
to the east coast and eventually found his way back to Sacramento. His work
with Audubon focuses on habitat restoration and enhancement through multi-

https://mailchi.mp/9b107afe668e/the-quail-december-2020january-2021?e=1285e18661
http://www.mtdiabloaudubon.org/


benefit management of Central Valley
wetlands, agricultural operations, and
groundwater recharge projects to
benefit birds and people. Away from
work, Xerónimo spends time
backpacking, riding bikes, cooking, and
of course, birding.
 
Photo: Xerónimo Castañeda

 

Birding Info: 
Northern Saw-whet Owl Banding Project 
Julie Woodruff, Biologist, Northern Saw-whet Owl Project and Banding Program 
 

Do you love Northern Saw-whet Owls?
Julie Woodruff will provide an update on
her Northern Saw-whet Owl banding
project, a local program supported by
Mt. Diablo Audubon Society. 
 
Photo: Julie Woodruff

Webinar Access Info: 
 
Date: Thursday, December 3, 2020

Time: 7:00 PM–8:30 PM Pacific Time (US and Canada)

Location: Zoom online meeting

Access: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86425645179?
pwd=Zlk5R1RWdzFKNXdKb0hiaWkwb2Q2dz09

Passcode: 881204

Phone access: Dial (for higher quality, dial a number based on your current
location): 
US: +1 669 900 6833 or +1 408 638 0968 or +1 346 248 7799 or +1
253 215 8782 or +1 301 715 8592 or +1 312 626 6799 or +1 646
876 9923 
Webinar ID: 864 2564 5179 
Passcode: 881204 
International numbers available:
https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kcIz3NFEMY

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86425645179?pwd=Zlk5R1RWdzFKNXdKb0hiaWkwb2Q2dz09


President's Letter 
Jerry Britten, MDAS President
 
Birding Highlights In The Year Of The
Pandemic
 
2020 has been a dumpster fire of a year in many
respects, but birding, an activity that can be
enjoyed in spite of the present situation,
hopefully has been able to give all readers
respite from the concerns of the day. It certainly
has for me. As we wind down the year with this
final edition of The Quail, I thought I would reminisce on the highlights of my "Year of
Birds" during COVID.
 
The early days of the shelter-in-place orders coincided with the arrival of a small flock
of Red Crossbills to my yard, quite an unusual bird for the county. These remained in
our area for several weeks, regularly visiting our sunflower seed and suet feeders. A
Yellow-breasted Chat also lingered in our yard for a few days, like the crossbills,
remarkably out-of-habitat. Photos of each are below. I also posted photos of these
birds in the May edition—but I like them, so what the heck! We had good numbers and
variety of spring migrants, including many species of warbler visiting our fountains,
which offered several photo opportunities.
 

 

Red Crossbill 
Photo: Jerry Britten

 
Yellow-breasted Chat 

Photo: Jerry Britten

 
In June we took the grandkids on a camping trip to Eagle Lake, a couple hours
northwest of Reno. The marina on the south end of the lake is a great place to get in-
flight photos of several kinds of birds, like Common Nighthawk, and Forster’s Tern.
 



 

Common Nighthawk 
Photo: Jerry Britten

 
Forster's Tern 

Photo: Jerry Britten

 
In July, a trip to central Oregon took us near Cabin Lake Bird Blinds, a wonderful
spot in the middle of nowhere, sponsored in part by the East Cascades Audubon
Society. Two artificial watering holes, each with a blind, are situated in a setting where
looking west is an open Ponderosa pine forest, while east is sagebrush desert. Birds
from both habitats visit here in the spring and summer since it is the only water source
for miles. It is arguably the most reliable place in the U.S. to get close-up photos of
Red Crossbill, Lewis’s Woodpecker, Gray Flycatcher, Pinyon Jay, and Clark's
Nutcracker among many others. We had the area all to ourselves on July 4th!
 

 

Lewis's Woodpecker 
Photo: Jerry Britten

 
Gray Flycatcher 
Photo: Jerry Britten

 
After my planned birding trip to the Pribilof Islands was canceled due to the pandemic,
I wondered if I might not see any life birds in 2020, something that hasn’t occurred
since I began keeping track in 1990. But, on a trip to Arizona to prepare for moving my
mother-in-law up to the Bay Area, I managed to get some birding in and had a decent
view of an Olive Warbler in the Huachuca Mountains and a brief glimpse of a Rufous-
capped Warbler in the Whetstone Mountains, so my streak remains intact!
 

http://www.photographoregon.com/Cabin-Lake-Bird-Blinds.html


To top off the year, in October I made a trip to the Sierras on a mission to find a Great
Gray Owl. Mission accomplished!
 

Great Gray Owl 
Photo: Jerry Britten

 
Not a bad birding year under the circumstances, and I have the utmost confidence that
things will be looking up for next year. I’m thankful that I and my family have our
health, and we are looking forward to 2021.
 
Stay safe, enjoy the holiday season, and get out there for the birds!

January Monthly Program Meeting: 
Thursday, January 7 

 
Please mark your calendar for our January virtual monthly program meeting! 
See BELOW for webinar access info.
 
7:00 PM Welcome and Introductions
7:05 PM Birding Info: Mt. Diablo Audubon Society President Jerry Britten will

report highlights of the 2020 Christmas Bird Counts
7:25 PM Board Announcements



7:35 PM Main Program: Real Life Great Horned Owl Soap Opera with Karla
Bloem

8:30 PM Adjourn
 

Main Program: 
Real Life Great Horned Owl Soap Opera  
Karla Bloem, Founder and Executive Director, International Owl Center 
 
A real-life soap opera has played itself
out over the past 15 years between
over 25 captive and wild Great Horned
Owls that have formed the basis of an
in-depth vocal study on the species.
You’ll experience owl dating, divorce,
territorial defense, and more as you
learn about their wide variety of
vocalizations, and what they mean.
Ruby the Great Horned Owl will make a
live appearance in this one-of-a-kind
entertaining and educational program.
 
Karla Bloem is the Founder and Executive Director of the International Owl
Center. She acquired Alice the Great Horned Owl to use in educational programs
in 1998 and began studying Great Horned Owl vocalizations in 2004. Karla is
now the world authority on their vocalizations and has given presentations in The
Netherlands, Germany, Argentina, Italy, Portugal, and South Africa. Alice’s
popularity led Karla to create the International Festival of Owls, the first full-
weekend, all-owl event in North America that has served as the inspiration for
similar festivals in Italy, Nepal, and India. Karla and Alice testified before the
Minnesota House and Senate environment committees to successfully gain
protection for Great Horned Owls in 2005. She has assisted several authors and
filmmakers and has appeared on Animal Planet and the CBC Network’s “The
Secret Life of Owls.”
 
Photo: Brian Plath

 

Birding Info: 
Highlights Of The 2020 Christmas Bird Counts 
Jerry Britten, MDAS President 
 



 
Mt. Diablo Audubon Society President Jerry Britten will report highlights of the
2020 Christmas Bird Counts.

Webinar Access Info: 
 
Date: Thursday, January 7, 2020

Time: 7:00 PM–8:30 PM Pacific Time (US and Canada)

Location: Zoom online meeting

Access: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81707095354?
pwd=NDZvdEh1Y1JkUUhZUHhvVHVzTnJOdz09

Passcode: 406482

Phone access: Dial (for higher quality, dial a number based on your current
location): US: +1 408 638 0968 or +1 669 900 6833 or +1 253 215
8782 or +1 346 248 7799 or +1 646 876 9923 or +1 301 715 8592 or
+1 312 626 6799 
Webinar ID: 817 0709 5354 
Passcode: 406482 
International numbers available:
https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kwCNfqA1

Welcome, New Members!
 
Eric Schroeder and Susan Palo, Berkeley

Bay Point Regional Shoreline Now Open 
Jerry Britten, MDAS President
 
After 18 months of extensive restoration, The East Bay Regional Park District re-
opened the Bay Point Regional Shoreline for public use on November 20. The
upgrade includes a non-motorized boat launch dock, over a mile of trails, and public
parking, restrooms, and picnic facilities. This tidal marsh habitat is sure to become a
birding hotspot—so go check it out!
 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81707095354?pwd=NDZvdEh1Y1JkUUhZUHhvVHVzTnJOdz09
https://www.ebparks.org/parks/bay_point/
https://www.ebparks.org/parks/bay_point/


Northern Harrier

Photo: Jerry Britten

Feederwatching During The CBC 
Jerry Britten, MDAS President
 
If you live within the Central County Count Circle, and would like to contribute your
yard sightings to this year’s Christmas Bird Count on Saturday, December 19, please
contact cbc@mtdiabloaudubon.org to sign up. Similarly, if you live within the East
County Count Circle, please sign up for the count to be held on Wednesday,
December 16. If you have "uncommon" birds visiting your yard regularly (e.g., White-
throated Sparrow, Red-breasted Nuthatch, Western Screech-Owl) we especially want
to record these, but all birds matter, so please consider signing up!
 

We Have A Chance To Avoid The Worst Of Catastrophic
Climate Change 
Juan Pablo Galván, MDAS Conservation Chair & Young Birders Club Chair 
 

The question is, will we seize this
chance? It won’t be easy, but the

https://www.google.com/maps/d/u/0/viewer?mid=1WJx6cF4p1rLsQP8YwNm6wE0DkuVblySD&ll=37.953900223224004%2C-121.99231&z=11
mailto:cbc@mtdiabloaudubon.org?subject=Feederwatching%20During%20The%20CBC
https://www.google.com/maps/d/u/0/viewer?mid=142_H_ewfmeAiBC8s6tORneIK4oS69Oxd&ll=37.91170010145347%2C-121.67803000000002&z=11


alternative is utter disaster. Look into
the most effective ways you can avert

climate catastrophe. You can get
started below.

1. THIS HOLIDAY SEASON, GIVE THE GIFT OF A LIVABLE CLIMATE—
DON’T MAKE THINGS WORSE. 2020 has been radically different from
other years. In many ways, people have changed to work differently,
interact differently, and think differently. That same mindset of quickly
adapting and adopting big changes in our own lives is exactly what is
necessary to have a stable climate. How does that apply to the holidays?
Think about gifts, food, and travel. Connecting with friends and family
through letters or online is different from seeing them in person, but it’s
much safer and healthier than travel, and greatly reduces greenhouse gas
emissions by avoiding flying and driving. Think about gifts. Do your loved
ones really need that thing you were going to buy them, or does the cost of
material waste, plastic (which is really just hardened petroleum), and
greenhouse gas emissions from shipping and transport outweigh the
benefit? Instead of gifting a thing, maybe gift them a donation to a charity
made in their name. If you do really want to gift an item, check out some
sustainable ideas HERE, HERE, and HERE. Think about food. Do you
really need a huge feast, or do you want to scale back and replace some or
maybe all of that meat with some plants and grains? It’ll mean less stress in
the kitchen, less greenhouse gases emitted, and more money in your
wallet.

2. WIN POINTS, EARN PRIZES BY FIGHTING CLIMATE CHANGE. Click
HERE to join the free Cleaner Contra Costa Challenge to address climate
change, find ways to save money and win prizes. Collect points between
now and April 30, 2021 by taking actions that reduce your household’s
overall carbon footprint. Earn points to be eligible to receive prizes such as
reusable utensils, bags, and gift cards to local businesses.

3. UNDERSTAND WHAT’LL CHANGE AT THE FEDERAL LEVEL. With the
election results bringing a change in the Federal administration, will
attitudes and priorities also change? Find out HERE, HERE, HERE, and
HERE (last two may require WaPo subscription).

4. THE ELECTION MIGHT NOT BE ENOUGH. Even if the incoming
administration wants to take big positive steps on climate change, that
doesn’t mean they’ll be able to. Two January runoff elections in Georgia will

https://www.goodhousekeeping.com/holidays/gift-ideas/g30188103/eco-friendly-gifts/
https://www.earthpulse.us/
https://www.bambuhome.com/
https://cleanercontracosta.org/
https://www.scientificamerican.com/article/biden-stocks-transition-teams-with-climate-experts/
https://www.politico.com/news/2020/11/07/joe-biden-policies-energy-climate-change-433631
https://www.washingtonpost.com/climate-environment/2020/11/11/biden-climate-change/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/climate-environment/2020/11/07/biden-climate-change-monuments/


determine which party holds a majority in the Senate. The new
administration could very well be blocked from taking action to prevent
catastrophic climate change if the status quo persists. Want to get
involved? Clicking HERE is a good start.

5. CHOOSE TP LIKE YOUR BUTT DEPENDS ON IT. From what friends are
saying, it looks like panic buying is making an unfortunate comeback.
Hopefully you’re not hoarding a bunch of toilet paper, but when you do buy
TP, choose carefully. Those big Costco packs of TP and paper towels are
the worst in terms of environmental impacts. Huge forests are cut every
year to make them, which destroys habitat and decreases the carbon
pulled from the atmosphere by trees. Buy brands that use lots of recycled
materials. Whole Foods in Walnut Creek and Concord sell brands like 365
and Seventh Generation, which are great at reducing environmental
impacts. Read more HERE.

Image: "choices" by danielmoyle is licensed with CC BY 2.0

Climate Watch Surveys—Are You Interested in Helping? 
Alan Bade, MDAS Community Science Advisory & Board Member-at-Large 
 
MDAS hopes to add Climate Watch surveys to its community science efforts. The
goals of this National Audubon program are to target easily identifiable species of
birds that are considered vulnerable to climate change range shifts, and to have
citizen scientists document whether these changes are occurring. This helps
identify whether climate-related projections are accurate and makes conservation
efforts more effective.
 
If you can identify bluebirds, nuthatches, goldfinches, or towhees by sight and
sound, or are eager to learn—help us conduct surveys to see how these species
are already responding to climate change in our area.
 
The surveys are done in small groups (1 or 2 people). The locations are mapped
with the help of a regional coordinator and are chosen based on habitat and
accessibility. The next season of Climate Watch is scheduled for January 15–
February 15, 2021, and then again May 15–June 15, 2021. Surveys can be
conducted anytime between these date ranges. The time periods represent the
selected species’ wintering and breeding seasons. Audubon has a two-page
project description HERE and a one-page Climate Watch Protocol
Overview HERE.
 

https://votefwd.org/posts/Georgia-Runoff-campaigns?utm_campaign=georgia_runoff_campaign_launch%20%282020-11-17%29&utm_medium=email&variation=A&utm_source=klaviyo&_ke=eyJrbF9lbWFpbCI6ICJqcGdhbHZhbjlAZ21haWwuY29tIiwgImtsX2NvbXBhbnlfaWQiOiAiTHFuSlJrIn0%3D
https://www.greenmatters.com/p/sustainable-toilet-paper
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0/
https://nationalaudubon.app.box.com/s/mya83xlu3at8nmgeb93g4gd533l1bdsx
https://nationalaudubon.app.box.com/s/tmo5ja3gxntcju1dspd5dzujyowzpy1d


Peer-reviewed research has already confirmed projections of range shift that is
predicted in Audubon’s landmark “Survival by Degrees: 389 Bird Species on
the Brink.” This study shows that 389 out of 604 (nearly two-thirds) of North
American bird species are at risk of extinction from climate change. The good
news is that science also shows that if we take action now we can help improve
the chances for 76% of species at risk.
 
There’s a lot more information on the Climate Watch website including guidance
on conducting a safe and socially distant survey HERE.
 
Contact Alan Bade for more information if you’d like to participate. I will be
learning more from our regional Climate Watch coordinator and hope to write
another article in the next issue of The Quail. In the meantime, I’d like to gauge
interest from our membership. This will help with the planning.
 
Join MDAS as we participate in Audubon’s new community science program,
Climate Watch!

Birding During COVID-19 
Hugh Harvey, MDAS Field Trips Chair 
 
Due to the continuing coronavirus threat, Mt. Diablo Audubon Society (MDAS) is
not offering field trips at this time. It is uncertain when field trips will resume, so
please check the MDAS website and/or the MDAS Facebook page for
information about the resumption of field trips.
 

https://www.audubon.org/news/climate-change-pushing-bird-boundaries-community-scientists-confirm
https://www.audubon.org/climate/survivalbydegrees
https://www.audubon.org/news/climate-watch-announcements
mailto:communityscience@mtdiabloaudubon.org?subject=Climate%20Watch%20Surveys
https://mtdiabloaudubon.org/birding/birding-trips/
https://www.facebook.com/mtdiabloaudubon/


Mountain Plover

Photo: Mia McPherson/Macaulay Library at the Cornell Lab of Ornithology (ML33832631)

 
It is always a good time to go birding on your own. If you choose to stay close to
home, the National Audubon Society has great information on backyard birding
and photographing birds at home.
 
And getting out into nature is a proven way to improve your physical and mental
health. Just be sure to keep in mind local laws and social distancing best
practices. See the National Audubon Society’s suggestions for socially
distant birding.
 
MDAS has compiled the following list of suggested birding destinations where you
will likely see a variety of birds in late fall. This list will be updated on the MDAS
website as destinations open up. Click on each destination link for more
information including possible COVID-19 restrictions.
 
Visit A Refuge 
Early December is always a great time to visit any or all of three great wildlife
refuges in Northern California. Sacramento National Wildlife Refuge and
Colusa National Wildlife Refuge are filled with Snow, Ross’s, and Greater
White-fronted Geese. Raptors are visible in the leafless trees, and ducks are
plentiful. Both refuges have wonderful self-guided auto tour routes.
 

https://macaulaylibrary.org/asset/33832631
https://www.audubon.org/birding/backyard
https://www.audubon.org/news/birding-perfect-activity-while-practicing-social-distancing
https://mtdiabloaudubon.org/birding/birding-trips/
https://www.fws.gov/refuge/sacramento/
https://www.fws.gov/refuge/Colusa/


Another choice is the Gray Lodge Wildlife Area. Many of the same birds will be
seen while driving the route. The road passes right next to some prime duck
habitat for optimal viewing. Two “hides” are named after MDAS founder Harry
Adamson and his wife, Betty. A California Department of Fish and Wildlife
Lands Pass must be purchased ahead of time. The passes are not available at
the wildlife area, but may be purchased at Big 5 Sporting Goods or other places
where hunting and fishing licenses are available.
 
Napa River, American Canyon 
A hike out to the wetlands and edge of the Napa River north of Vallejo is a good
outing. A 3–4 mile walk on level paths goes past a eucalyptus forest, ponds, and
reaches the edge of the river. Raptors are around in the winter, plenty of
shorebirds and waterfowl might be seen.
 
Solano County 
Winter raptors can be plentiful in the southeast corner of Solano County. Drive
east of Suisun City on Hwy 12, turn left on Branscome Rd, then turn east again
onto Creed Rd. This will border the south edge of Travis Air Force Base. Follow
Creed Rd and continue straight when it becomes gravel. Watch the power towers,
poles, and fence lines for Red-tailed, Ferruginous, and Rough-legged Hawks, as
well as Prairie Falcons. After about six miles, Creed Rd intersects Hwy 113. Turn
right and immediately left onto the gravel Robinson Rd. Eventually you will turn
right and then left again. An abandoned ranch sits under large trees. Continue
until passing under the high voltage wires, then start scanning the fields for
Mountain Plovers. Sometimes they are seen after another right hand turn. Other
roads to check are Goose Haven Rd, Flannery Rd, and McCormack Rd. As you
work your way east, you will eventually arrive at Rio Vista. Alternatively, you might
try Birds Landing Rd and continue south toward Collinsville.
 
Putah Creek, Winters 
This area was burned by the LNU Lightning Complex Fire earlier this year. Lake
Solano Park is currently closed, though may be opened by January. Check their
website HERE.
 
Some of the fishing areas may be open on the way to Monticello Dam, but other
places are closed. The creek is noted for having Wood Ducks, Hooded
Mergansers, and Barrow’s Goldeneyes. Driving east on Putah Creek Rd south of
the park may give viewing access to a large part of Lake Solano.
 
East Contra Costa County 
The eastern portion of our county has good winter habitat for many birds. Try Big
Break Regional Shoreline/Delta Science Center.
 

https://wildlife.ca.gov/Lands/Places-to-Visit/Gray-Lodge-WA
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Licensing/Lands-Pass
https://napaoutdoors.org/parks/wetlands-edge-park/
https://www.solanocounty.com/depts/rm/countypark/lakesolano.asp
https://www.ebparks.org/parks/big_break/


Areas farther east could include Jersey Island Rd, Bethel Island and Piper Slough,
Holland Tract, and Ironhouse Sanitary District. Cypress Grove Pond on Frank
Hengel Way is east of the railroad tracks and north of Cypress Rd.
 
Arrowhead Marsh At High Tide, Oakland 
The winter high tides at Arrowhead Marsh are ideal locations for spotting
Ridgway’s Rails. On January 28, the high tide will occur about 11:15 AM. Birding
at Lake Merritt for waterfowl is easy to do before driving south toward the airport.
Plenty of ducks should be present. One year the field trip saw a Short-eared Owl
way out over the marsh. This is a popular location, so remember to keep plenty of
social distance. The tide will be high for a day before and a day after, be advised
that the timing is not the same each day.
 
Shollenberger Park/Ellis Creek, Petaluma 
These two adjacent areas are southeast of Petaluma. Both locations offer
extensive wetland birding with relatively short walks. Shollenberger is a large
pond area, usually flooded in winter. Waterfowl and shorebirds visit, with access
and viewing from raised trails. The Point Blue offices are adjacent to one trail
entrance.
 
Ellis Creek is the water recycling facility for Petaluma. Four ponds are within
walking distance of the parking area and a public bathroom facility. The site offers
similar birding opportunities to Shollenberger Park.
 
Martinez Area 
A number of locations for birding are in Martinez. McNabney Marsh, named after
the late MDAS Conservation Vice-President, Al McNabney, is a premier site. Birds
can be seen from the entry road to the Mt. View Sanitary District facility, reached
from Arthur Rd. The north end of McNabney Marsh is off Waterfront Rd and
Waterbird Way. The TransMontaigne Pipeline trail is farther east on Waterfront
Road. Viewing of the Mococo Ponds is done by parking underneath I-680 north
of the RR tracks. A trail across the Benicia Bridge starts here. In downtown
Martinez, drive across the tracks at the Amtrak station to reach parking for the
Martinez Regional Shoreline. Some parking is available at the end of Court St and
some is at the foot of Berrelessa St. By driving west on Carquinez Scenic Dr, it is
possible to walk beyond the drivable section and look down on the Carquinez
Strait. We once saw a Long-tailed Duck near the oil pier at Ozol.
 
Other bayside locations to try are:

Coyote Hills Regional Park
San Leandro Marina
Oakland Middle Harbor Shoreline
Emeryville Marina

https://www.ebparks.org/parks/martinlking/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Shollenberger_Park
http://www.colintalcroft.com/Sonoma_County_Bird_Watching_Spots/Ellis_Creek_Water_Recycling_Facility,_Petaluma.html
https://mvsd.org/wetlands/mcnabney-marsh/
https://www.google.com/maps/@38.0282888,-122.1134655,18z
https://www.ebparks.org/parks/coyote_hills/
https://www.sanleandro.org/depts/rec/parks/marina.asp
https://www.portofoakland.com/port/seaport/middle-harbor/
http://www.dbw.ca.gov/BoatingFacilities/Details/433


Within Contra Costa County, one might try:

McNabney Marsh
Martinez Regional Shoreline
Valle Vista south of Moraga (EBMUD pass required)
Contra Loma Reservoir

Before going anywhere, make sure to check the pertinent web sites for access
information and directions.

We Need an Editor for Bluebirds Fly! 
Georgette Howington, Assistant Director, California Bluebird Recovery Program 
 

Was 2020 a year you wished would fly by? My
nest box trail at the Lafayette Reservoir was off-
limits due to EBMUD park closures. The
pandemic, extreme economic hardship, the
massive fires, and a nail-biting election year that
we’ve never seen in our lifetime loomed like a
science fiction horror movie over us and our
beautiful California.
 
To make matters worse for California Bluebird
Recovery Program (CBRP), Steve Simmons, a

beloved and legendary nest box monitor passed away. Two Board members resigned
plus our long-time Newsletter Editor, Jim Semelroth, stepped down.
 
In spite of all that, nest box monitors kept going and valiantly continued to check their
trails and are reporting their data by December 1st. At CBRP we found ways to spend
our time constructively. We have a brand-new website, are making educational
training videos, have a YouTube Channel, and are developing a science curriculum for
3rd to 5th graders. We are striving to grow CBRP, expand our services, and reach out
to more people in California.
 
I’m proud to be the Contra Costa County Coordinator. We have 29 monitored trails and
not one has been abandoned! Each monitor has made an impressive contribution to
the overall vitality of the secondary-cavity nester populations. I want to thank each nest
box monitor for taking the time to monitor your nest boxes and for faithfully turning in
your data. YOU ARE the anchor of the nest box program.
 
We do need a new Newsletter Editor for our biannual newsletter, “Bluebirds Fly.” You’d
work closely with Dick Blaine, CBRP Program Director, me, and the Board Members. If
you are interested, please email me at ghbirdscape@gmail.com. Have a Happy and
safe Thanksgiving from all of us at CBRP!
 
Photo: Western Bluebird Eating Toyon Berries, Mike Lopez

 

https://mvsd.org/wetlands/mcnabney-marsh/
https://www.ebparks.org/parks/martinez/
https://www.google.com/maps/place/EBMUD+Valle+Vista+Staging+Area/@37.8225215,-122.1399474,17z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x808f88f765ad22c3:0xc7c904a2e18c936c!8m2!3d37.8223679!4d-122.1380162
https://www.ebmud.com/recreation/buy-trail-permit/
https://www.ebparks.org/parks/contra_loma/
https://www.cbrp.org/
https://www.cbrp.org/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC6kZurux4tedUolCA_ojjUQ
mailto:ghbirdscape@gmail.com?subject=Bluebirds%20Fly!%20Editor


Antioch Voters Overwhelmingly Approve Growth Control 
Marc Desin, MDAS Quail Editor 
 

 
On Tuesday, November 3, 2020, Antioch voted YES on Measure T, the “Let Antioch
Voters Decide: The Sand Creek Area Protection Initiative.” It was a landslide! This
result is a powerful statement from the citizens of Antioch about controlling growth in
their city and preserving four square miles of undeveloped land in the Sand Creek area.
Read more about this victory HERE.
 
While safely celebrating their victory with a walk on Empire Mine Rd on Sunday the 8th,
the members of the Save Sand Creek Steering Committee witnessed a rare juvenile
American badger as seen in THIS VIDEO provided by Save Mount Diablo. You can
read more about this HERE and HERE.

Events

Bird, Nest, Nature 
October 13, 2020–February 7, 2021
 

https://mailchi.mp/c85119e96b83/antioch-city-council-postpones-amendment-general-plan-sand-creek-initiatives-408862
https://youtu.be/VifJ2z1AKsE
https://sanfrancisco.cbslocal.com/2020/11/20/mount-diablo-antioch-rare-badger-sighting-sand-creek-area/
https://www.danvillesanramon.com/news/2020/11/21/rare-badger-spotted-caught-on-camera-east-of-mount-diablo
https://lesherartscenter.showare.com/eventperformances.asp?evt=1420


 
Bedford Gallery is now open! Bring the whole family and check out Bird, Nest,
Nature, a stunning exhibition featuring over 170 pieces of art inspired by the
beauty of birds. A trip to the gallery is a great opportunity to catch up with a friend
(from a distance!) and a perfect outing for the kids.
 
Presented by Bedford Gallery October 13, 2020–February 7, 2021, Bird, Nest,
Nature is a juried and invitational exhibition featuring a roster of local, national,
and international artists. Birds have long captured the attention of humankind, the
earliest evidence of which can be found in cave drawings that reflect all that we
cherish in nature from flora to fauna. Each visit lasts approximately 60 minutes.
 
This exhibition was juried by Jeffrey De Blois, Assistant Curator, ICA Boston, and
Rebecca Lowery, Assistant Curator, MOCA Los Angeles, and includes over 150
artists inspired by the exquisite beauty of creatures of flight.
 
Purchase your tickets HERE.
 
Face coverings are required to be worn by all over the age of 2.
 

Helping Blue-footed Boobies In The Galapagos 
Will and Matty, Founders, The Blue Feet Foundation
 

My little brother, Matty, and I started The Blue
Feet Foundation four years ago to sell blue socks
to help raise money for the Blue-footed Booby in
the Galápagos Islands. Maybe if more people
have blue feet we can save the declining
population of the Blue-footed Boobies.
 
Our blue socks are made in Ecuador (home of
the Galápagos and Blue-footed Booby) and make
great stocking stuffers and holiday gifts!
 
If you want to help the Blue-footed Booby and
make someone really happy with a pair of our
comfy Blue-footed Booby blue socks you can
order HERE.

 

https://lesherartscenter.showare.com/eventperformances.asp?evt=1420
https://lesherartscenter.showare.com/eventperformances.asp?evt=1420
https://lesherartscenter.showare.com/eventperformances.asp?evt=1420
https://bluefeetfoundation.com/adult-socks
https://bluefeetfoundation.com/adult-socks
https://bluefeetfoundation.com/adult-socks


We don't keep any of the money for ourselves. We donate all the proceeds to
charities helping the Blue-footed Booby and to sponsoring a Blue-footed Booby
population decline study by the world expert in Blue-footed Boobies!
 
Thanks, 
Will and Matty
 
Editor's note: The Quail reported on Will and Matty's winning the "Youth
Conservation Initiative Award” from the John Muir National Historic Site in the
June–August 2018 issue found HERE.
 

https://mtdiabloaudubon.org/pdf/newsletter/Quail_201806-8.pdf


 

https://bluefeetfoundation.com/adult-socks


Photos: The Blue Feet Foundation

December Gallery

MDAS November 5 Monthly Program Meeting: 
Paul Detjens and Krista Vossekuil describe progress of the Lower Walnut Creek / Pacheco Marsh
Restoration and Public Access Project. The project will restore and enhance more than 232 acres

of salt marsh habitat and become a favorite destination for birdwatchers throughout the region. 
View the entire virtual meeting HERE.

 

 

MDAS November 5 Monthly Program Meeting: 
Lynn Schofield explains how animals survive and thrive in a system defined by fire and what we can

do to help protect the balance of these special ecosystems. 
View the entire virtual meeting HERE.

 

https://youtu.be/-HtHZPPKIaE
https://youtu.be/-HtHZPPKIaE


 

Great Blue Heron drying its wings 
Contra Loma Regional Park 

Photo: Paul Schorr



Our birds entertain us in “Birds Can Dance!”
Courtesy Volker Pannes

https://youtu.be/HzKsfhalAPo
http://volkerpannes.de/


One of the posters installed at Walnut Creek Open Space kiosks. 
Designed and produced by Michele Sheehan. 

See article in the October 2020 issue of The Quail HERE.
 

 

https://mailchi.mp/8ee180699b30/the-quail-october-2020?e=1285e18661#posters


One of the posters installed at Walnut Creek Open Space kiosks. 
Designed and produced by Michele Sheehan. 

See article in the October 2020 issue of The Quail HERE.
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